Captain John Quincy Marr

Captain John Quincy Marr (May 27, 1825, — June 1, 1861,) was
a Virginia militia company captain and the first Confederate soldier
killed by a Union soldier in combat during the American Civil War. Marr
was killed at the Battle of Fairfax Court House, Virginia on June 1, 1861.
Previously one of Fauquier County's two delegates to the Virginia
Secession Convention of 1861, Marr initially opposed his state's
secession from the Union but ultimately supported secession, as did
voters shortly before his fatal skirmish.

On Saturday, June 1, 1861,a company of Union Army cavalry on a
scouting mission entered the streets of Fairfax Court House after driving back one Confederate
picket and taking another prisoner. At that time, two companies of cavalry and Marr's Warrenton
Rifles infantry company occupied the town. The Confederate cavalry began to retreat and cut off
part of the Warrenton Rifles from those who faced the Union cavalry charge. Only about 40 men
from the company were in a position to combat the Union cavalrymen.

Lieutenant Charles Henry Tompkins of the 2d U. S. Cavalry Regiment led the Union force of
between 50 and 86 men who separated into two groups as they rode through the village. Captain
Marr challenged the riders, asking "What cavalry is that?" These were his last words. Scattered
shots were fired as the Union cavalry rode through and Captain Marr fell dead. Marr was not in
the immediate presence of any of his men on a dark night so soon after he fell, no one knew
where he was or what may have happened to him. His body was found later in the morning and
returned home and buried in the Warrenton Cemetery.



